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clined to be a nagging spirit (Qualgeist) not only to
myself, but also to others.

And now good-bye! For Heaven's sake send me the
money in good time, and remember me to our dear
relatives. With, hearty thanks for your nice letters
and begging you still to think kindly of me in spite of
this one,

FRIEDRICH WILHELM NIETZSCHE.

To FEEIHEEK KARL VON GEESDOEFF.

Bonn, May 25, 1865/
DEAR FEIEND:

To begin with, I must own that I have been simply
longing for your first letter from Gottingen, not only
out of friendship, but also because of its psychological
interest. I was hoping that it might reflect the im-
pression just made upon you by the life led in the
Students' Corps, and I felt certain that you would
speak out quite frankly on the subject.

Now, this is precisely what you have done, and I
thank you most heartily. At present, therefore, I
share your excellent brother's views on this matter;
I can only admire the moral strength with which you
have plunged into dirty muddy water and even exer-
cised your limbs in it, in order to learn to swim in
the stream of life. Pardon the cruelty of the meta-
phor, but I think it meets the case.

Besides, there is this important point to remember:
if a man wishes to understand his age and his con-
temporaries, he must be something of a colour student
Societies and associations, together with the ten-
dencies they represent, generally reveal with almost